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ACCEPTANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION ON MARITIME SEARCH AND
RESCUE, 1979, ASAMENDED

THE ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING Article 15()) of the Convention on the Internationa Maritime Organization
concarning the functions of the Assembly in reaion to regulaions and guiddines concerning
maritime safety,

RECALLING ALSO tha the International Conference held in Hamburg in April 1979
adopted the Internationa Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR), 1979, which came
into forcein 1985,

RECALLING FURTHER that by resolution MSC.70(69) the Maritime Safety Committee
adopted amendments to the SAR Convention which entered into force on 1 January 2000, with a
view to daifying the respongbilities of States and putting grester emphasis on regiond co-
operation and co-ordination between States in the provision of search and rescue (SAR) services,

RECOGNIZING the humanitarian purpose of the SAR Convention and the obligations
under chapter V of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as
amended, for the provisgon of minimum SAR sarvices,

NOTING WITH CONCERN that, twenty-two years after its adoption, only 71 States
have so far become Parties to the SAR Convention,

NOTING ALSO WITH CONCERN that a considerable number of States have not
identified and made available responsble authorities to recelve and act upon distress derts, and
that as a reault the SAR fadllities avalable are insufficient for effective SAR operations in certain
parts of the world,

BEING CONVINCED of the need to achieve full implementation of the SAR Convention
through the provison of effective SAR services globaly and through the completion of the
globd Internationa Maritime SAR Plan,
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CONSIDERING IT DESIRABLE that adequate SAR co-ordingtion facllities for the
rescue of personsin distress at sea be provided as a matter of priority,

NOTING that the Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-fourth session, approved the
merger of SAR2 and SAR.3 circulars, the contents of which conditute the provisona
Internationd Maritime SAR Plan,

RECALLING the adoption, by resolution A.894(21), of the Internationa Aeronautica
and Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manud,

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendation made by the Maritime Safety Committee
at its seventy-fourth sesson,

1 URGES States that have not yet become Parties to the SAR Convention to do so at the
earliest possbletime;

2. FURTHER URGES Govenments and Paties to the SAR Convention, as far as
practicable, to:

@ edablish the basic dements of a SAR service and to follow the rdevant minimum
dandards and quiddines developed by the Organization, as dipulated in
paragraph 2.1.2 of the Annex to the SAR Convention, such as the IAMSAR
Manud and other indrumentslisted in SAR.7 circulars, as amended;

(b) in the interim, follow the rdevant pats of the provisond Internationd Maritime
SAR Fan, until the globd Internationa Maritime SAR Plan is completed;

(© conclude bilatera or multilateral agreements as per paragraph 2.1.4 of the Annex
to the SAR Convention, and notify the Secretary-Generd of ther concluson for
circulation to Parties to the Convention and to al Member Governments of the
Organization;

(d) individuglly, or in co-operation with other States, make or agree on regiona or
subregiond arangements as per paragraph 215 of the Annex to the SAR
Convention to facilitate and expedite co-operation and co-ordingtion in the
conduct of effective and efficient search and rescue operations in their respective
sea aress, in accordance with the provisons of the SAR Convention; and

(e notify the Secretary-Generd of such arangements for circulaion to dl Member
Governments of the Organization and Partiesto the SAR Convention;

3. INVITES Governments to congder providing technica assgtance for the provison and
co-ordination of SAR services to States requesting such asssance through bilatera or
multilateral arrangements or through the Organization.
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